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Honor  the  Sacrifices: 

Memorial  Day  and  Independence  Day  provide 
opportunities  to  reflect  on  our  country's  long 
struggle  for  freedom  and  democracy  and  the 
sacrifices  so  many  have  made  to  preserve  and 
defend  our  republic. 

Yet  the  focus  on  wars  and  military  victories  at  this 
time  of  year  overlooks  the  far  more  significant 
contribution  of  citizens  and  civil  society  to 
sustaining  our  republic.  Without  diminishing  the 
honor  due  to  those  who  gave  their  lives  defending 
our  republic  on  battlefields  at  home  and  abroad, 
it  is  essential  to  remember  that  it  takes  far  more 
than  fighting  wars  to  preserve  a  republic.  It  takes 
concerned  and  engaged  citizens  in  communities 
across  the  country  actively  participating  in  their 
democratic  institutions,  striving  to  advance 
democratic  ideals,  suffering  for  recognition  of  basic 
human  rights,  and  passing  these  values  on  to  their 
children. 

Countless  men  and  women  have  suffered  and 
given  their  lives,  and  countless  more  have  worked 
valiantly  and  nonviolently,  day  in  and  day  out, 
to  advance  our  civil  society  and  strengthen  our 
republic.  They  have  struggled  for  religious  freedom, 
the  rights  of  conscience,  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the 
rights  of  workers,  voting  rights,  racial  desegregation, 
economic  justice,  nuclear  disarmament,  a  healthy 
environment,  peace,  and  the  rights  of  women  and 
those  with  disabilities. 

How  can  we  honor  all  of  these 
sacrifices  today? 

This  issue  of  the  Washington  Newsletter  describes 
some  of  the  challenges  to  our  republic  from  within 
that  have  arisen  from  the  global  "war  on  terror," 
the  rush  to  bolster  homeland  security  against  the 


Preserve  Our  Republic 

threat  of  future  attacks,  and  the  subsequent  war  in 
Iraq.  In  the  unexamined  pursuit  of  national  security, 
basic  civil  liberties,  human  rights,  and  the  rights  of 
minorities  have  been  flagrantly  ignored  or  violated 
by  our  government. 

Examples  include:  systematic  use  of  torture  by  the 
U.S.  in  Afghanistan,  Iraq,  and  Guantanamo  Bay; 
"extraordinary  rendition"  of  prisoners  for  interro¬ 
gation  in  countries  known  to  use  torture;  indefinite 
imprisonment  of  so-called  "enemy  combatants"  in 
violation  of  the  Geneva  Conventions;  arrest  and 
indefinite  detention  of  U.S.  citizens  and  others 
without  charge  or  trial;  increased  domestic  spying; 
increased  government  secrecy  and  reduced  public 
oversight  and  accountability;  attempts  by  elected 
officials  to  silence  dissent;  and  the  rise  of  one-party 
majoritarian  rule. 

These  are  facets  of  tyranny  that  our  forebears 
struggled  against.  Clearly,  war  is  not  the  answer  to 
protect  our  republic,  if,  in  waging  it,  our  government 
sacrifices  the  very  values  that  this  "war  on  terror" 
was  meant  to  protect. 

We  as  a  nation  must  find  a  better  way  to  advance 
national  security.  It  is  incumbent  upon  each  of  us  as 
citizens  to  engage  with  our  elected  representatives  in 
seeking  true  democratic  policies. 

Building  and  sustaining  a  republic  is  hard  work.  It 
requires  the  thoughtful,  informed  engagement  by 
every  citizen.  It  also  requires  the  same  courage, 
commitment,  and  resolve  that  have  sustained 
generations  before  us  in  the  struggle.  By  engaging 
in  our  democracy  and  defending  civil  liberties  and 
human  rights,  we  truly  honor  the  sacrifices  of  those 
who  came  before  us.  This  is  our  country.  This  is  our 
legacy.  This  is  our  moment.  ■ 
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Going  Home 

Two  long  years  after  leaving  so  the  renovation  of  our  building  on  Capi¬ 
tol  Hill  could  begin,  the  FCNL  community  finally  is  moving  back  in. 

As  this  issue  of  the  Washington  Neivsletter  was  going  to  press,  staff  were 
sorting  files  and  clearing  their  desks  in  preparation  for  the  move — 
expected  in  late  July. 

The  renovation  could  not 
have  happened  without 
the  help  of  thousands  of 
FCNL  supporters  who 
contributed  time,  effort, 
and  money  to  make  the 
new  building  a  reality. 

We  will  be  celebrating 
this  accomplishment 
over  the  coming  months 
in  a  series  of  events  to  showcase  the  "green"  features  of  the  build¬ 
ing,  offer  our  neighbors  and  colleagues  tours  of  our  new  offices,  and 
announce  the  reopening  of  the  Wilson  conference  room  as  a  place  where 
colleague  groups  can  meet. 

A  formal  building  dedication  is  planned  for  the  fall,  and  tours  of  the 
building  will  be  a  feature  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  November. 

Stay  tuned!  ■ 


A  Victory  in  the  House,  But... 

It's  Not  Over  Until  It's  Over 

Key  committees  in  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  in  early  May 
to  eliminate  funding  for  the  Robust  Nuclear  Earth  Penetrator  (RNEP) 
or  "bunker  buster"  weapon.  But  now  the  Bush  administration  is 
pressing  the  Senate  to  restart  funding  for  the  development  of  the 
next  generation  of  nuclear  weapons. 

The  decision  of  two  House  committees  to  eliminate  RNEP  funds 
from  larger  funding  bills  was  a  significant  victory  for  the  FCNL  com¬ 
munity  and  other  nuclear  disarmament  advocates.  Thousands  of 
people  phoned,  emailed,  and  wrote  their  representatives  urging  the 
elimination  of  funding  for  these  weapons,  and  Congress  responded. 

But  the  Senate  needs  to  slam  the  door  shut  on  any  proposals  to 
develop  new  nuclear  weapons  -  for  good!  Legislation  that  includes 
funding  for  bunker  buster  weapons  could  reach  the  Senate  floor  in 
the  next  few  weeks.  For  the  latest  schedule  and  detailed  information 
on  votes  in  the  House  and  the  Senate  to  zero  out  funding  for  bunker 
buster  weapons,  visit  our  web  site  www.fcnl.org/nuclear. 

NO  NEW  NUKES 
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Safeguarding  Civil  Liberties  Goes 
Hand-in-Hand  With  Safeguarding  National  Security 


To  he  effective,  review  of  USA  PATRIOT  Act  "sunsets" 
must  include  review  of  other  civil  liberties  erosions 

The  term  "Patriot  Act"  has  become  a  symbol  of  the 
government's  disregard  for  basic  civil  liberties  and 
constitutional  principles  in  the  rush  to  respond  to 
the  horrendous  attacks  of  September  11, 2001.  But, 
the  USA  PATRIOT  Act  (PL  107-56)  was  just  part  of 
an  expansion  of  government  powers  that  included 
secret  arrests,  indefinite  detention,  shipment  of  indi¬ 
viduals  to  countries  that  practice  torture,  and  autho¬ 
rization  for  secret  searches  and  surveillance  not 
related  to  probable  cause  of  criminal  activity. 

The  federal  courts  have  declared  several  of  these 
expanded  powers  to  be  unconstitutional,  but  Con¬ 
gress  has  done  little  to  check  the  dangerous  assault 
on  civil  liberties  and  human  rights.  When  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act  was  approved,  only  66  representa¬ 
tives  and  one  senator  (Feingold  -  WI)  voted  against 
the  legislation.  But,  there  was  sufficient  concern  in 
Congress  to  include  a  "sunset"  provision,  specifying 
that  15  provisions  of  the  legislation  (and  the  sunset 
provision  itself)  would  expire  on  December  31,  2005, 
unless  renewed  by  Congress. 

This  "sunset"  provision  in  the  original  USA 
PATRIOT  Act  provided  Congress  with  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  evaluate  the  effectiveness  and  the  unintend¬ 
ed  consequences  of  the  expanded  authorities  con¬ 
tained  in  the  15  listed  sections.  For  that  examination 
to  be  effective.  Congress  must  review  not  just  the 


ACT  NOW:  Urge  your  senators  and  representative 
to  support  the  Security  and  Freedom  Enhancement 
(SAFE)  Act  of  2005  that  would  reverse  or  limit  some 
of  the  policies  and  procedures  that  have  diminished 
due  process  protections  and  eroded  civil  liberties 
since  September  11, 2001. 

"sunsetting"  provisions  of  the  original  act  but  must 
also  engage  in  a  broader  examination  of  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  government  powers  that  the  administration 
has  claimed  in  the  period  since  September  11,  2001. 

Constitutional  lawyer  David  Cole,  a  Georgetown 
Law  School  professor,  testified  before  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Judiciary  Committee  in  May  2005  about  some 
of  the  sunsetting  USA  PATRIOT  Act  provisions. 
During  his  testimony.  Cole  emphasized  that  Con¬ 
gress  should  also  examine  other  parts  of  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act  that  are  not  due  to  "sunset"  this  year 
and  other  administration  orders  issued  after  Sept. 

11,  2001.  Cole  called  into  question  whether  autho¬ 
rization  for  detention  without  charges  and  deporta¬ 
tion  of  those  innocent  of  involvement  with  terror  or 
criminal  activity  go  far  beyond  any  legitimate  need 
to  protect  the  nation. 

Citing  another  example.  Cole  spoke  of  a  section 
of  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act,  one  not  up  for  rev  iew, 
that  significantly  broadens  the  definition  of  what 

(continued  on  page  6) 


Extraordinary  Rendition:  Sending  Prisoners  to  Countries  That  Practice  Torture 


Countries  to  which  individual  prisoners 
in  U.S.  custody  have  been  transported 
as  part  of  the  process  of  "extraordinary 
rendition"  include  Syria,  Uzbekistan, 
Pakistan,  Egypt,  Jordan,  Saudi  Arabia, 
and  Morocco,  according  to  Human 
Rights  Watch,  a  Washington,  D.C.-based 
human  rights  group.  One  U.S.  official 
told  the  Washington  Post  that  detain¬ 
ees  were  moved  to  countries  that  use 
torture  to  "ease  constraints"  on  inter¬ 
rogations.  For  more  information,  go  to 
www.hrw.org 
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The  Ninth  Circle  of  Hell: 
Accountability  for  Prisoner  Abuse 

By  Col.  Dan  Smith  (USA  Ret.) 


In  the  first  part  of  his  Divine  Comedy,  Dante  Alighieri 
portrays  Hell  as  composed  of  nine  circles,  the  lowest 
of  which  is  reserved  for  betrayers. 

The  imagery  of  Hell  seems  apt  after  one  reads  the 
accounts  of  prisoner  abuse  at  Abu  Ghraib  and  other 
detention  facilities  in  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  and  Guanta¬ 
namo  Bay,  Cuba.  Unless  a  person  has  been  subjected 
to  similar  physical  and  psychological  torture,  it  is 
nigh  well  impossible  to  comprehend  the  hell  through 
which  detainees — often  completely  innocent  except 
for  being  in  the  wrong  place  at  the  right  time — have 
been  put. 

Of  course,  it  is  not  the  victims  of  the  torture  who 
would  be  relegated  to  Dante's  Hell.  The  reports  of 
the  11  official  investigations  point  to  a  select  group 
of  U.S.  personnel — military,  other  gov^ernment 
employees,  and  Ch  ilian  contractors — ^who  would 
qualify  for  punishment  in  the  pit  of  perdition.  Why? 
Because,  to  use  Dante's  subdivisions  in  this  circle, 
they  betrayed  their  kindred  (sisters-  and  brothers-in- 
arms),  their  country  (U.S.  "values"  and  reputation), 
and  their  lords  (officers  and  super\  isors). 

In  mcxlern  parlance,  e\'ery  investigation  brushed  off 
the  significance  of  the  misconduct,  labeling  it  as  an 
aberration  confined  to  a  "few  bad  apples." 

Abuses  Pre-Date  Abu  Ghraib 

True,  the  abuses  at  Abu  Ghraib  in  late  autumn  2003 
that  were  documented  in  the  videos  and  pictures 
broadcast  around  the  world  were  perpetrated  by  a 
ring  of  only  eight  enlisted  men  and  women,  the  most 
senior  being  a  staff  sergeant.  These  eight  soldiers 
should  be  held  to  strict  account  for  what  they  did. 

But  while  the  most  infamous,  their  abuses  were  not 
the  earliest  or  the  most  deadly.  Twenty-eight  soldiers 
were  investigated  in  connection  with  the  deaths  in 


WAR  IS  NOT  THE  ANSWER 


December  2002  of  two  detainees  in  U.S.  custody  in 
Afghanistan.  And  in  May  2003,  reports  from  the 
International  Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  (ICRC) 
pointed  to  failures  of  coalition  forces  to  abide  by 
provisions  of  international  treaties  concerning  pris¬ 
oners.  That  failures  were  happening  so  early — ^well 
before  the  insurgency  took  off — should  have  caught 
the  attention  of  senior  commanders  and  their  staffs. 
After  all,  the  ICRC  reports  had  to  be  received  by 
someone  in  the  chain-of-command. 

Missed  Opportunities 

According  to  a  May  5,  2005,  Army  press  release,  five 
senior  officers — Lieutenant  General  Ricardo  Sanchez, 
his  deputy,  chief  intelligence  officer,  chief  legal  offi¬ 
cer,  and  the  Military  Police  commander  in  the  Bagh¬ 
dad  area — were  investigated  for  possible  dereliction 
of  duty.  Extrapolating  from  the  March  10,  2005, 
report  of  Vice  Admiral  Albert  Church,  Director  of 
the  Navy  Staff,  into  detainee  operations  worldwide, 
the  basis  for  charging  any  of  these  officers  with  der¬ 
eliction  would  have  to  rest  on  failure  to  provide  clear 
guidance  to  subordinates  or  to  take  remedial  action 
once  they  knew  of  breaches  of  law.  While  Church 
noted  "missed  opportunities"  in  formulating  and 
disseminating  policies  regarding  handling  and  inter¬ 
rogating  detainees,  none  were  judged  to  constitute 
dereliction  except  when  it  came  to  Brigadier  General 
Janis  Karpinski,  the  reserve  officer  whose  command 
included  military  police  units  at  Abu  Ghraib.  She 
was  relieved  of  her  command  in  April  and  demoted 
to  colonel. 

The  press  release  also  detailed  punishments  meted 
out  to  26  other  officers  from  colonel  to  warrant  offi¬ 
cer:  seven  courts-martial,  none  abov'e  captain;  six 
non-judicial  punishments,  from  colonel  to  1st  lieu¬ 
tenant;  11  letters  of  reprimand,  from  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  to  2nd  lieutenant;  and  five  letters  of  reprimand, 
majors  and  lieutenants.  That  many  adverse  actions, 
a  subset  of  the  360  criminal  investigations  involving 
allegations  against  130  military  personnel,  belie  the 
claim  of  "a  few  bad  apples." 

(continued  on  page  5) 
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Anti-Terrorism  Measures 
Cast  Wide  Net,  Affect  FCNL 


The  FCNL  Executive  Committee  in  May  2005 
approved  a  statement  declaring  the  organization 
would  not  comply  with  a  request  from  any  funding 
organization  to  sign  anti-terrorism  certification.  Staff 
were  instructed  to  give  to  funders  who  requested 
such  certification  a  statement  declaring:  "We  have 
carefully  considered  your  and  others'  requests  that 
we  sign  such  a  certification,  and  we  find  that  signing 
would  violate  our  testimony  not  to  swear  oaths"  of 
allegiance. 

The  FCNL  statement  continues  "The  requirement 
offends  the  most  basic  principles  of  a  free  society  and 
...  [FCNL]  must  choose  freedom  of  conscience." 

This  new  FCNL  policy  is  a  response  to  the  deci¬ 
sion  of  some  large  donors  and  foundations  to  begin 
requiring  all  grant  recipients  to  sign  so-called 
"anti-terror"  certifications  of  non-engagement  with 
persons  or  organizations  the  government  defines 
as  "suspect."  The  FCNL  Executive  Committee 
immediately  made  the  connection  between  this  new 
foundation  policy  and  the  early  Friends'  practice 
of  individuals  not  taking  oaths.  Both  the  staff  and 
the  gov^ernors  were  troubled  that  these  certification 
requests  signal  a  mind-set  in  the  United  States  which 
is  contrary  to  freedom,  democracy,  and  human  dig¬ 
nity  and  is  antagonistic  to  the  leadings  of  conscience. 


Ninth  Circle  (continued  from  page  5) 

Top  Brass  Not  Called 
to  Account 

Glaring  by  its  omission  from  any  of  these  11  investi¬ 
gations  is  a  hard  look  at  the  attitudes  and  actions  of 
top  administration  and  Pentagon  officials  that  set  a 
climate  of  impunity  that  condoned  disregard  of  mili¬ 
tary  regulations,  U.S.  statutes,  international  treaties, 
and  commonly  respected  human  rights  standards. 
Amazingly,  no  one  has  resigned;  in  fact,  many  have 
been  promoted  to  positions  of  greater  influence. 

Correct  or  not,  the  rest  of  the  world — especially 
the  armies  of  potential  U.S.  adversaries — will  draw 


In  addition,  the  Executive  Committee  noted  that 
current  U.S.  government  definitions  of  terrorism  are 
vague  and  ill-defined.  They  can  be  used  to  cover 
a  wide  range  of  actions  and  speech  that  include 
legitimate  constitutionally  protected  and  non-violent 
speech  and  action.  It  is  an  infringement  on  the  civil 
liberties  of  a  recipient  group  such  as  FCNL  to  require 
certification  of  non-engagement. 

Chilling  Effect  on  Funding 

Certifications  of  this  nature  would  have  no  impact 
on  the  prevention  of  terrorism  for  it  is  likely  that 
those  willing  to  engage  in  mass  killings  for  political, 
religious,  economic,  or  other  purposes  would  not  be 
reluctant  to  "sign"  such  a  certification.  However,  the 
certification  will  have  a  chilling  effect  on  the  fund¬ 
ing  of  organizations  which  dissent  from  government 
policies. 

In  explaining  this  position  to  donors  and  founda¬ 
tions,  the  FCNL  Executive  Committee  also  explains 
that  as  a  Quaker  organization  that  adheres  to 
Friends'  350-year-old  peace  testimony,  FCNL  is 
"against  war  and  against  pursuing  objectives  by  vio¬ 
lent  means.  We  neither  engage  in  nor  support  pur¬ 
suit  of  objectives  by  violent  means."  ■ 


two  lessons.  First,  in  that  no  one  in  high  places 
was  punished,  the  approved  policy  of  the  Bush 
administration  condones  (if  not  encourages)  an 
atmosphere  that  allows  torture  while  publicly  con¬ 
demning  it  in  speeches.  Second,  avoid  capture  at 
all  costs,  for  capture  means  torture.  Fight  to  the 
death,  taking  as  many  U.S.  soldiers  with  you  as 
possible. 

Torture,  in  the  end,  is  a  betrayal  of  our  common 
humanity.  Even  in  the  hell  that  is  war,  such  betrayal 
ranks  as  one  of  the  most  hellish  of  acts — reason 
enough  for  Dante's  choice  of  those  consigned  to  his 
ninth  circle  of  Hell.  ■ 
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Patriot  Act  (continued  from  pa^e  3) 

it  means  to  pro\'ide  "material  support"  to  groups 
labeled  as  "terrorist"  by  the  administration.  As 
interpreted  by  the  administration,  the  law  prohibits 
indh'iduals  from  asstx:iating  in  any  way  with  "ter¬ 
rorist  organizations"  identified  by  the  administra¬ 
tion.  In  his  Senate  testimony.  Cole  elaborated: 

"According  to  the  gox  ernment,  one  who  pro¬ 
vides  human  rights  training  to  a  designated 
organization  is  guilty  even  if  it  is  undisputed 
that  human  rights  training  cannot  be  used  to 
further  terrorism,  and  even  if  it  is  undisputed 
that  the  human  rights  training  actually  had 
the  intent  and  effect  of  reducing  the  recipient 
group's  resort  to  violence.  Under  this  law,  one 
who  worked  with  terrorist  organizations  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  teaching  them  Mahatma 
Gandhi's  principles  of  nonviolence  in  order  to 
dissuade  them  from  violence  would  nonethe¬ 
less  be  criminally  liable  as  a  terrorist." 

Safety  and  Civil  Liberties 

National  security  is  one  of  the  government's  primary 
responsibilities.  Our  government  must  respond  to 


the  evolving  challenges  to  safety  and  freedom  by 
dex  eloping  new  legislation  and  new  tools  to  protect 
our  country.  Some  of  the  provisions  in  the  USA 
PATRIOT  Act  address  this  on-going  responsiblity 
with  thoughtful  and  needed  improvements  to  fed¬ 
eral  law. 

But  other  portions  of  the  USA  PATRIOT  ACT  and 
the  general  response  of  the  Bush  administration 
have  weakened  U.S.  security  and  undermined  the 
ability  of  government  to  secure  the  safety  and  free¬ 
dom  of  the  citizens.  Enhanced  security  depends  on 
respect  for  civil  liberties,  freedom  of  information, 
and  human  rights,  rather  than  on  the  limiting  of 
these  rights. 

For  example,  gov  ernment  efforts  to  reduce  publi- 
cally  available  information  about  facilities  where 
dangerous  chemicals  and  other  substances  are 
stored  are  intended  to  prev  ent  those  materials  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  people  seeking  to  commit 
acts  of  violence.  But  at  the  same  time,  these  restric¬ 
tions  on  public  information  may  leav'e  local  public 
safety  officials  and  community  leaders  without  vital 
information  they  need  to  establish  effectiv'e  com¬ 
munity  policing  of  potentially  dangerous  sites  and  to 
address  civil  emergencies.  ■ 


Current  Civil  Liberties 

Congressional  ov^ersight  hearings  are  one  path  to 
restoration  of  diminished  civil  liberties  in  the  U.S. 
Another  is  introduction  of  new  legislation,  bills  that 
go  through  committee  process  in  the  House  and 
Senate  or  that  can  be  attached  as  amendments  to 
other  legislation. 

t 

Security  and  Freedom  Enhancement  (SAFE)  Acts 
(S  737;  HR  1526)  would  roll  back  the  most  egregious 
and  invasive  federal  post-September  11, 2001,  pow¬ 
ers.  Among  other  provisions,  the  act  would: 

I  ■  Limit  the  time  the  government  can  wait  before 
notifying  the  subject  of  a  secret  search; 

■  Require  the  Justice  F)epartment  to  report  to 
Congress  ev^ery  six  months  on  secret  searches; 

■  Establish  standards  of  "specific  and  articulable 
I  facts"  when  seizing  records  of  a  foreign  power 

or  agent  of  a  foreign  power; 

1  ■  Amend  the  USA  PATRIOT  ACT  to  strengthen 
the  standards  required  for  certain  types  of 


and  Human  Rights  Bills 

administrative  subpoenas  that  are  not  subject 
to  court  oversight; 

■  Require  particularized  information  when  using 
"roving  wiretaps." 

Library,  Bookseller,  and  Personal  Records  Pri¬ 
vacy  Act  (S  317)  and  Freedom  to  Read  Protection 
Act  (HR  1157)  would  limit  the  USA  PATRIOT  Act's 
authority  to  order  turnover  to  government  agents 
of  library  and  bookstore  records  (House  version) 
and  other  personal  records  (Senate  version). 

Convention  Against  Torture  Implementation 
Act  (S  654)  and  Torture  Outsourcing  Prevention 
Act  (HR  952)  would  clarify  the  prohibition  against 
transporting  detainees  for  interrogation  in  coun¬ 
tries  known  to  practice  torture. 

Find  out  more  about  this  legislation  at  www.fcnl. 
org  by  clicking  on  the  "Civil  Liberties  and  Human 
Rights"  link. 
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No  Troops  or  Bases  Left  Behind . 

By  Rick  McDowell  and  Mary  Trotocliaiid,  Senior  Fellows  for  FCNL's  Iraq  Peace  Campaign 


President  Bush  has  stated  the  U.S.  will  remain  in 
Iraq  "as  long  as  necessary  and  not  one  day  more," 
and  Defense  Secretary  Donald  Rumsfeld  assured  the 
Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  that  "we  have  no 
intention,  at  the  present  time,  of  putting  permanent 
bases  in  Iraq." 

If  the  government  acknowledges  publicly  that  it  is 
not  the  intention  of  the  United  States  to  remain  in 
Iraq,  why  can't  Congress  reinforce  these  statements 
with  a  simple  declaration  that  the  U.S.  will  withdraw 
from  Iraq?  No  deadlines,  no  timetable,  just  a  simple 
declaration  of  policy. 

When  we  lived  in  Iraq,  we  saw  first-hand  that  the 
U.S.  military  presence  fuels  anti-American  sentiment 
by  reinforcing  insurgents'  claims  that  the  U.S.  has 
imperial  designs  on  Iraq  or  intends  to  control  Middle 
East  oil. 

A  recent  analysis  of  Iraqi  public  opinion  polls  by 
the  Project  on  Defense  Alternatives  found  that  the 
people  of  Iraq  view  the  U.S.  military  as  an  occupy¬ 
ing  force,  not  as  liberators.  U.S.  policy  has  become  a 
rallying  cry  for  the  Iraqi  insurgency,  increasing  the 
violence. 

Yet  many  anti-U.S.  insurgent  groups  have  expressed 
their  willingness  to  participate  in  political  dialogue 
if  the  U.S.  makes  clear  it  does  not  intend  to  occupy 
Iraq  permanently. 

We  need  to  shift  the  debate  in  Congress  from  a  dis¬ 
cussion  about  military  objectives,  troop  strengths, 
and  weapons  to  a  dialogue  which  will  lead  to  peace. 
FCNL  is  urging  Congress  to  clarify  that  the  U.S.  has 
no  imperial  intentions  in  Iraq  by  passing  a  Sensible 
Transition  to  an  Enduring  Peace  (STEP)  resolution 
that  states:  "It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  to 
withdraw  all  U.S.  military  troops  and  bases  from 
Iraq."  No  deadlines,  no  timetable,  no  exit  strategy, 
just  a  transparent  statement  of  U.S.  intentions. 

This  resolution  offers  a  first  step  to  a  new  strategy  in 
Iraq  that  would  send  a  strong  signal  to  the  people  of 
Iraq  that  the  U.S.  does  not  have  long-term  designs  on 
their  country  and  would  affirm  the  right  of  the  Iraqi 
people  to  national  sovereignty. 


TAKE  ACTION:  Help  build  momentum  for  a 
change  in  U.S.  policy  in  Iraq.  Urge  your  local 
meeting,  church,  or  organization  to  adopt  the  Iraq 
Sensible  Transition  to  an  Enduring  Peace  resolution. 
Download  a  copy  of  the  resolution  from  the  FCNL 
web  site  at  www.fcnl.org/Iraq.  When  members  c^f 
Congress  see  their  constituents  supporting  these 
policies,  they  will  be  moved  to  act. 


Several  members  of  Congress  and  many  hill  staffers 
have  told  FCNL  lobbyists  that  they  believe  the  STEP 
resolution  offers  a  clear,  formal  statement  of  intent 
that  could  win  bipartisan  support.  But  members  of 
Congress  need  to  hear  from  their  constituents  that 
the  continuing  war  and  occupation  of  Iraq  are  not 
the  answer.  ■ 


Billions  for  Iraq  War, 
Give  Now  for  Peace 

Congress  recently  approved  an  emergency 
supplemental  bill  that  provides  $82  billion  in 
additional  funding,  primarily  for  war  fighting  in 
Iraq.  Now  FCNL  needs  emergency  supplemental 
funds  for  our  Iraq  Peace  Campaign. 

FCNL  has  hired  additional  staff  and  poured  huge 
amounts  of  our  scarce  resources  into  keeping  the 
pressure  on  Congress  to  change  the  debate  in 
Washington  from  a  discussion  of  more  money  for 
military  troops  and  guns  to  a  debate  on  the  strat¬ 
egy  for  a  sensible  transition  to  peace  in  Iraq.  Your 
emails,  phone  calls,  and  faxes  are  beginning  to 
make  a  difference,  but  we  need  to  do  more. 

The  emergency  supplemental  funding  for  the  war 
and  occupation  in  Iraq  approved  in  May  comes 
to  about  $285  per  person  in  the  U.S.  in  additional 
government  spending.  Please  consider  an  addi¬ 
tional  $285  donation  to  support  the  FCNL  Iraq 
campaign. 

Send  your  earmarked  "Iraq  Supplemental"  contri¬ 
butions:  FCNL,  245  Second  Street  NE,  Washing¬ 
ton,  EXE  20002  or  make  a  secure  online  donation 
at  www.fcnl.org. 
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INSIDE  USA  PATRIOT  ACT,  TORTURE,  NUKES,  ANTI-TERRORISM,  FILIBUSTER  No.  698,  June  2005 


The  Filibuster:  A 

In  a  letter  to  members  of  the  Senate  in  late  March, 
FCNL  urged  the  preservation  of  the  filibuster  under 
the  rules  of  the  Senate.  "The  filibuster  is  a  valu¬ 
able  tool  for  ensuring  respect  for  minority  opinion. 
Respect  for  the  minority  is  an  essential  element  in  the 
checks  and  balances  of  U.S.  democratic  government," 
the  letter  stated  in  part. 

As  a  once-persecuted  religious  minority,  Quakers 
ha\'e  long  been  concerned  with  the  protection  of 
minority  rights.  Over  the  decades,  FCNL  has  taken 
a  consistent  position  in  support  of  the  filibuster,  even 
when  it  supported  the  legislation  blocked  by  "extend¬ 
ed  debate." 

In  the  early  1960s,  conserv  ative  Southern  senators 
successfully  filibustered  against  civdl  rights  legisla¬ 
tion,  resulting  in  a  call  to  impose  limitations  on  the 
filibuster.  FCNL  opposed  such  action.  In  the  late 
1980s  a  few  senators  who  opposed  the  death  penalty 
threatened  to  filibuster  any  death  penalty  bill  that 
reached  the  Senate  floor.  FCNL  lobbied  other  sena¬ 
tors  to  support  the  filibuster.  In  that  same  period. 
Republican  senators  filibustered  a  military  authoriza¬ 
tion  bill  because  they  opposed  certain  arms  control 
provisions  in  the  bill.  FCNL  took  no  action  to  dis¬ 
courage  this  delay  of  a  weapons  bill. 


Quaker  Perspective 


"...[Quakers]  seek  to  protect  our  rights  of  conscientious 
objection  and  religious  freedom,  to  stand  for  peace  in  times 
of  war  hi/steria,  and  to  support  other  minorities,  whether 
Muslims,  gaps,  the  poor,  or  the  disabled.  One  of  the  best 
ways  to  protect  minorities  is  to  preserve  the  Senate  filibus¬ 
ter." 

-  letter  from  Ed  Snyder,  FCNL  Executive  Sec¬ 
retary  Emeritus,  to  his  senators,  Susan  Collins  and 
Olympia  Snowe  (ME),  about  the  recent  threats  to 
change  Senate  rules  governing  the  filibuster,  April 
24,  2005 


tate  the  accumulation  of  power  in  the  hands  of  one 
party  or  interest  group  must  be  anticipated  and  con¬ 
strained.  The  nation's  founders  created  a  tr'-partite 
gov^ernment  of  checks  and  balances,  desigiieu  m  parr 
to  protect  the  voice  of  the  minority  from  the  power  of 
the  majority.  In  the  Senate,  each  state,  small  or  large, 
has  equal  power  and  equal  voice,  and  the  minority 
is  protected  through  the  Senate's  institutional  rules 
including  the  rule  that  allows  for  extended  debate.  If 
those  rules  were  ignored,  the  Senate  would  become 
majoritarian,  and  the  protection  of  the  minority 
would  be  lost. 

For  the  full  text  of  FCNL's  March  2005  letter  to  sena¬ 
tors,  Ed  Snyder's  letter,  and  other  information  about 
the  filibuster,  go  to  the  FCNL  web  site,  click  on  "Civil 
Liberties  and  Human  Rights"  under  Issues.  ■ 


The  Constitution's  framers  were  well  aware  that  the 
acquisition  of  power  is  seductive  and  whets  the  appe¬ 
tite  for  more;  they  recognized  that  measures  to  facili- 
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